
Social Engagement Among 

Asian American and Pacific 

Islander Older Adults: 

Successful Programs 

and Activities

March 16, 2023



Webinar Instructions
Audio Options
• Use your computer speakers, OR dial in using the 

phone number in your registration email.

• All participants are muted.

Questions and Answers (Q&A)
• You can submit questions for the panelists at any 

time during this presentation. On the Zoom 

module on the bottom of your screen, click the 

Q&A icon, type your question in the box and 

submit.

Chat Feature
• The Chat feature allows webinar attendees, the host, 

co-hosts and panelists to communicate for the 
duration of the webinar.



Accessibility and Support 
• Screen Reader Users: Reduce unwanted chatter

– Request speech on demand: Insert, Spacebar, “S”

• Webinar participants can view closed caption subtitles, 
watch a live transcript of the meeting or adjust the size 
of subtitle text
– To control closed captions, click on the CC Live Transcript button 

in the control bar at the bottom of the Zoom window

• To get our attention if you need tech assistance:

– Raise or Lower Hand: Alt + Y



USAging

• USAging represents and supports the national 

network of Area Agencies on Aging and advocates 

for the Title VI Native American Aging Programs that 

help older adults and people with disabilities live 

with optimal health, well-being, independence and 

dignity in their homes and communities. 

• www.usaging.org

http://www.usaging.org/


Overview of engAGED

• National effort to increase social engagement among 

older adults, people with disabilities and their caregivers 

• Administered by USAging

• Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, which is 

part of the Administration for Community Living

• Broad-based Project Advisory Committee

• www.engagingolderadults.org
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Be Creative 

Know your Constituents 

Keep Encouraging 





Website: https://ektaacenter.org/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sasa.irvine

Preeti Singh

Chairperson of SASA

Ektaa Center’s South Asian 

Senior Association

http://Whttps:/ektaacenter.org/
http://Fhttps:/www.facebook.com/sasa.irvine


Cultural Weavers        
Program

Samoan proverb: 
E Afua mai mauga manuia o nu’u. 

English: 
Properity and opulence flow from the mountain. 



Tamamalie “Malie” Tiare Chanel 
(All prounouns)

Elders Service Manager

• Provide a day-to-day service and resources for our PI aging and adults. 
• Monitors 150 registered elders for the Cultural Weavers program who continue to 

seek assistance daily.  
• 80 active members for the Cultural Weavers Program every Friday in which I 

facilitate.
• Collaborate with other organizations for program support
• Continuous networking with Pacific islanders who are entrepreneurs or with 

professional career for outreach presentations and resources that will benefit and 
meet the needs of our elders. 

• Assist clients with finding affordable housing and rental assistance.

• Conduct wellness information and activities for their Friday programs.



Cultural Weavers Story Time

It became evident that during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 
elders were left vulnerable and isolated. Their families who 
usually had fulltime working schedules did not know how to 
accommodate their needs 24/7. However, due to the fact that 
not only their families were trying their best to provide 
support at that time. They as Pacific Islanders were able to 
switch on their surviving mode. It was an awakening on basic 
living and how they lived through many cultural events and 
circumstances. But it was evident that they being under the 
care of their children, had succumbed to being kept in their 
homes as babysitters, assist daily chores or being isolated in 
their rooms. 





engAGED Resources
• New! A manual on Implementing

Hybrid Programs

• Updated! A re-launched and updated 
Community Awareness Toolkit

• Other resources:
– Social Engagement Innovations Hub

– Tips for holding Virtual Events manual

– Videos

– Consumer brochures

• Monthly newsletter and blog 
• www.engagingolderadults.org

http://www.engagingolderadults.org/


Commit to Connect 

• Aim is to connect people living with isolation with 
programs and resources to build the social 
connections they need to thrive

• Fostering a nationwide network of champions 
who are committed to addressing social isolation 
and loneliness

• Online discussions
• Communities of Practice
• Community of Interest webinars 
• Peer Networking opportunities
• Newsletter and resources 

• Funded by ACL

• USAging serves as the Coordinating Center

• committoconnect.org

https://committoconnect.org/


Community of Practice 

• The Commit to Connect “Understanding the Impact of 
Social Isolation and Loneliness Programs Community 
of Practice” will bring together a cohort of three to four 
agencies or network organizations already delivering a 
program or intervention that addresses social isolation 
and/or loneliness who will all utilize the U-SIRS Tool to 
collect data and better understand their program or 
intervention’s impact on addressing social isolation and 
or loneliness.

• Application deadline: March 29, 2023 by 11:59pm ET.

• An information session will be held TODAY from 2:00-
2:30pm ET.



Register Now: engAGED and 

Commit to Connect Social 

Engagement Virtual Summit 

• This two-day virtual event will be held May 9 
and 10, from 1:00-4:00 pm ET.

• More information on the event and how to 
register can be found on the engAGED
website.



Questions and Discussion 

Please submit your questions or comments 

through the Q&A.



Thank You!
• Please complete the survey which will be 

displayed in your browser after Zoom 
closes. There is also a brief 3-month 
survey.

• The recording will be available on 
www.engagingolderadults.org. 

http://www.engagingolderadults.org/


Connect With Us!

• www.engagingolderadults.org

• Facebook: @engAGEDCenter

• Twitter: @engAGEDCenter 

• info@engagingolderadults.org

http://www.engagingolderadults.org/
mailto:info@engagingolderadults.org
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